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Perhaps no work of Martin Luther's so captures the revolutionary zeal and theological boldness of

his vision as The Freedom of a Christian. Yet, it is not easily accessible today. MarkTranvik's new

translation of Luther's treatise brings alive the social, historical, and ecclesial context of Luther's

treatise.This is the first of a set of student guides to key Reformation treatises by Martin Luther,

concentrating on those most widely used in college settings.
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An unfortunate circumstance in our age of media and information overload is that students are more

informed on modern trends and popular culture than they are of history. This lack of exposure to

history can be a real handicap to students as they labor through the writings of theological giants

like Calvin, Luther, and others. In order to bridge this gap, publishers are producing many reader's

and study editions of important works in order to make these writings accessible to a whole new

generation. Hats off to Fortress Press for doing just that, with this updated edition of Martin Luther's

The Freedom of a Christian: Luther Study Edition. Mark D. Tranvik puts twenty plus years of

teaching Martin Luther's The Freedom of a Christian to work in bringing us this most excellent

Luther study edition. This volume offers an updated translation as well as very thorough footnotes

and commentary. With these helps as their guide, readers with minimal exposure to Luther's

writings and their historical context will be able to follow along with relative ease. I particularly

enjoyed the introductory chapter titled Martin Luther's Road to Freedom. It gives the reader a good



idea of the extent to which the fear of death and the devil dominated the culture of the sixteenth

century. This chapter also offers a brief biographical sketch of the life of Martin Luther and as the

title of the chapter suggests, his road to freedom.The remainder of the book is comprised of two

parts. First is Luther's letter to Pope Leo X in which he notes that he has dedicated his short essay

on the entire Christian life (i.e. The Freedom of a Christian) to Pope Leo. Second is Luther's essay

titled The Freedom of a Christian.
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